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an oblast (province) of Russia, located in the northeastern part of the country. Its capital is Murmansk, the northernmost of the 50 federal subjects of Russia. The area of the oblast is and the population is about 641,000. Toponymy The name of the region is derived from the name of the Murmane people, who were the aboriginal inhabitants. History Murmansk Oblast was created on August 1, 1936 by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian SFSR of August 1, 1936. Administrative divisions Economy Murmansk Oblast is home to several large military and naval complexes with the surrounding civilian population growing in

proportion to the size of the complexes. Apart from industries based around the military complexes, Murmansk Oblast is a leading producer of oil, and the most significant resource industries in Russia. According to the 2001 census, Murmansk Oblast was the most urbanized province of Russia, with 91.3% of the population living in the cities and towns of the oblast. The economy of Murmansk Oblast is dominated by the military complex located there, which is the most important industrial source of the oblast, and draws a large percentage of national and international investments. The economy of Murmansk Oblast is concentrated around the
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